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MARCH IS 
 

World Literacy 
Month 

 
MONTH 

LAST WEEK:  Michael OôConnor : Life in New Guinea 

A local writer, Michael took us back some 50 years to tell us 

about his time as a 20yr old patrol officer in Papua New 

Guinea. 

 

From 1957 Michael spent nine years in New Guinea for the 

Australian Government during which time he and his wife 

raised three children born there. 

 

Apart from his job as a patrol officer, Michael also assisted in 

developing local governments, and playing a role in the election 

of the first multi-racial local government in New Guinea. 

At that time there was no power available, so communication 

from one place to another was difficult for him in maintaining 

peace and order for around 20,000 people in the district. 

 

He said although there were many difficult times he felt it was 

one of the most rewarding periods of his life. 

 [Michaelõs book was launched in Gisborne last week 

at Chapters Bookstore.]  
       

  é..Ed. Elaine Gregory 
 

IPP Barry, Michael OôConnor and PE Phil 

THIS WEEK 
Kevin Mortimer - 
Man Behind the 

Badge 
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF GISBORNE INC 

Chartered 17th May 1977 Reg. A0031618X 

RI Club No 18323 

Club Address ; PO Box 292. Gisborne. 3437. Email: gisborne@rotarydistrict9800.org 

Website: www.gisbornerotary.org.au 
 

President .Michael Wiedermann Community Service Kay Jones 

Immediate Past President. Barry Wills International Service Pierre Muehlheim 

Vice President PP Andrew Hall Vocational Service Steve Burgess 

President Elect Philip Kudnig New Generations Margaret Muehlheim 

Secretary PP Peter Lamping 

Treasurer PP Elaine Gregory Foundation Chair PP Barbara Fletcher 

Directors:  Public Officer PP Elaine Gregory 

Club Service PP Pat Bialobrzeski Family of Rotary PP Vanda Mullen 

 

 

Diary Dates 
 

 

 

ï  

  

 

 

Bulletin Editor 

PP Elaine Gregory  

Articles and Photos to be submitted for publication 
by Friday of each week please. 

 

Mail: PO Box 189, Gisborne 3437. 

Email: stclems@bigpond.com 

Phone: (03) 5428 1001 

Fax: (03) 5428 1501 

Bulletin designed, for Rotary, by Robert Botwood 

Email: robbotwood@bigpond.com 

Phone: 03 9740 4198 

Mobile: 0417 164 565 
 

 

MARCH IS WORLD LITERACY MONTH 
The United Nations has identified illiteracy as one of the 
most serious obstacles to economic, political, and social 
development.  
 
The Rotary Foundation recognised the dire need for 
literacy promotion, and introduced it as a program of 
emphasis in 1986 and still today Literacy is one of 
Rotaryôs most important projects. 

 

mailto:gisborne@rotarydistrict9800.org
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FEBRUARY 2010 ATTENDANCE REPORT 
Date No. of  

Members 

Excused  

Members 

Members in 

Attendance 

% Average 

Attendance 

2/2/10 24 1 17 73.91 

9/2/10 24 1 19 82.61 

16/2/10 24 1 15 65.22 

23/2/10 24 1 19 82.61 

     

Total 96 4 70 76.1 

The % Average Attendance for February 2009 was 72% so we have gained in Attendance compared 

with Last Year. 

 

Excused members are those who have applied to the Board to be "Excused from Attendance" under 

the "85 Rule" and as a result their absence at meetings is not used in the calculations of the Club's 

Attendance Percentage. ééPP Peter Lamping, Attendance Officer 
 

POLIO STATISTICS @ JAN 2010 
 * 1988:  350,000 world-wide polio cases 
 * 2008:  1,651 world-wide polio cases 
 * 48% decrease in the incidence of polio in Nigeria over a 12-month period 
 * 80% of children in Afghanistan now live in polio-free areas 
 * 33 of Indiaôs 35 states & territories have stopped transmission of the wild polio-virus. 
 
 In 2010, a new vaccine is expected to be introduced to help stop the transmission of Type1 

and Type3 wild polioviruses simultaneously. 
[type 2 has been eradicated globally, except in Nigeria]. 

 

 

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

1967-68:  Rotaract, a service 

organisation for young men and 

women 18 ð 30 years old, was 

launched. 
 

CONVENTION NEWS 
Country music legend and philanthropist, Dolly Parton will be a keynote speaker during the 2010 RI 

Convention in Montreal, Canada, in June (20 ð 23rd). 

 

She will speak at the morning plenary session on 23 June, to promote reading among preschool children. 

 

The Dollywood Foundationõs Imagination Library, launched in 1996, has provided more than 23 million 

books to preschoolers. 
éRotary World ï Jan. 

 

COMIC RELIEF? 
Scientists are taking humour so seriously that the study 

of ôlaughterõ has a name  -  gelotology.   

 

 At the Texas A&M University researchers concluded that 

humour has a positive effect on a personõs state of 

hopefulness.  
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NEW WEBSITE FOR MRSC 
Please note that Councilôs Macedon Ranges website address has been 
deactivated, and the new website address is:   www.mrsc.vic.gov.au  

 
The new general email address for Council is :  mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au     For 

further information telephone:  5422 0333.  
 
The email address for indiv idual staff members has changed in two ways.   

Firstly, the ómacedon-rangesô part is now just ómrscô, and secondly the format for 
the personôs name has also changed  --   the email address is the first initial and 

surname of the person, followed by ó@mrsc.vic.gov.auô 

 

THE LURE OF CHINA 
Kai Saldaneri of Woodend R.C. has 
now returned to China after a short 
respite at home following a year 
teaching English there, which she 
described as one of the best things she 
has done in her life. 
 
Last week she told her Club all about 
her appointment, with much 
enthusiasm and excitement about the 
city of Dalian and its university life.   
Kai is expecting to be appointed 
Principal of an English-speaking school 
in Dalian some time this year. 
 
Kai said Dalian is a beautiful modern 
city, -  situated on the south tip of a 
promontory across from Korea Bay (to 
the north of the Yellow Sea). 
          é.Elaine Gregory 
 

BLASPHEMY IN DUBAI? 
A local friend, who visits Dubai regularly, tells us that a 

Saudi journalist there (and her editor) are to face 

blasphemy charges, after writing an article calling for a 

new edict to allow a woman to marry four men. 

 

In her view, if men and women are equals, they should 

be given the same privileges!   Many Muslims expressed 

outrage over the article.    Food for thought? 
 

PP Barbara, PP Kai Saldaneri and PP Elaine at the 
Woodend R.C. meeting last week. 

http://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/
mailto:mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au


 

Charter Members: 

Rodney Harrison PHF 

Alan Hobbs PHF 

The Fred Barnett Rotary Award: 
 2005: PP Elaine Gregory PH 

 2006: Barry Wills 

 2007: Peter Reade PHF 

 2008: Michael Wiedermann 

2009: Kay Jones 

 

 

Paul Harris Fellows: 

1982: Fred Barnett 

1987: Glenn Fouse 

1989: Alan Hobbs 

1993: Val Barnett 

1995: Margaret Hobbs 

1996: Peter Lamping 

1998: Fritz Boegel 

  Peter Reade 

1999: Frances Wearne 

 Olive Gibson 

2000: Rodney Harrison 

 Diane Boegel 

2002: Haidi Katala 

 Peter Wearne 

2003: Martin Taurins 

2004: Pat Bialobrzeski 

 Jacek Bialobrzeski 

2005: Elaine Gregory 

  Vanda Mullen 

2007: Diana Taurins  

2008:  Andrew Hall 

 Barry Wills 

2009: Barbara Fletcher 

 

 

Grace: 

For food, fellowship and the  
opportunity  to serve, 
We give thanks.

Previous Presidents: 

1977/78: Fred Barnett 

1978/79: Don Langley 

1979/80: Gerry Bethell 

1980/81: Fritz Boegel 

1981/82: Glenn Fouse 

1982/83: Ken Maxfield 

1983/84: David Ell 

1984/85: Reg Ellis 

1985/86: Ian Chippendale 

1986/87: Stuart Douglas 

1987/88: Rob Payne 

1988/89: Peter Hollibone 

1989/90: Alan Hobbs 

1990/91: Peter Lamping 

1991/92: Reg Ellis 

1992/93: Martin Taurins 

1993/94: Alan Wilcox 

1994/95: Fritz Boegel 

1995/96: Carl Schiller 

1996/97: Kevin Johnston 

1997/98: Vanda Mullen 

 

1998/99: Jacek Bialobrzeski 

1999/00: John Scott 

2000/01: Elaine Gregory 

2001/02: Barbara Fletcher 

2002/03: Pat Bialobrzeski 

2003/04: Keith Hallett 

2004/05: Martin Taurins 

2005/06: Andrew Hall 

2006/07: Caroline Lee 

2007/08: Pat Bialobrzeski 

2008/09: Barry Wills 

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL  2009-2010 - R.I. PRESIDENT: JOHN KENNY 

DISTRICT 9800 - DISTRICT GOVERNOR: COLIN MUIR 

CALDER CLUSTER Ł ASSISTANT GOVERNOR: LEWIS BORDON 

DISTRICT 9800 - CALDER CLUSTER: Rotary Clubs of Castlemaine, Daylesford, Gisborne, Kyneton, Woodend 

Cashier 

 

Raffle/ 

Regalia 

Fellowship 

CL UB DUTY ROSTER  

March    April 

Steve B and Robert B John S & Barry W  

Andrew Hall  Barbara Fletcher  

Caroline Kean Kay Jones  
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BIRTHDAYS:     3rd March ï Peter Wearne 

    6
th
 March ï Danni Hall 

FAMI LY  ANNIVER S ARIES :   3rd
 March  -  Michael & Debbie Rose 

RO T A RY  ANNIVER S ARIES:    2
nd

 March ï Michael Rose (28 yrs) 

    6
th
 March ï Michael Wiedermann (9 

yrs) 
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CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
Sunday March 7th:    
-- RCG at Gardiner Reserve, from 8.00 
am to 12 noon. 
 
Contact Kay Jones  ï 5428 3768 or 
0417 545 781. 
 

BENDIGO BANK & YOU 
Thinking of purchasing an environmentally friendly car or 
other approved product?   
A Bendigo Green Personal Loan rewards you with a 
discounted interest rate, no monthly service fee and the 
option of a secure or unsecured loan, for the purchase of 
an approved environmentally friendly product. 

 

Stacy Levine nee Melvic was our inbound student in 1987/1988. 
As she was in 1987/88 and now as a mother and wife. 

Pics courtesy of PP Peter Lamping 

Congratulations on PP Vanda accepting the position of 

District New Generations Director 2010/2011 

REMEMBER:   Opportunities always look bigger going than coming. 

 


